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Introduction

In 1992, The Joint Commission on Accreditation of
Healthcare Organizations (JCAHO) required all U.S.
hospitals to adopt policies prohibiting smoking within their
facilities.

With U.S. hospitals having eliminated indoor smoking, an
increasing number have begun adopting smoke-free
hospital campus (SFHC) policies.

Currently, no uniform source exists nationally for the
retrieval of information documenting the existence of 100%
SFHC policies in the U.S.

To assess the number and percentage of acute care
hospitals in the U.S. that have adopted smoke-free
hospital campus (SFHC) policies.

Researchers conducted an assessment from
January 2008-May 2008 including:

*Review of all state hospital association websites for information
about the adoption of SFHC policies

«Contact with hospital association staff in each state to discuss
tracking and verification mechanisms for SFHCs

«Contact with at least one tobacco control organization in each
state to determine whether SFHC policy tracking occurred

«Systematic Internet searches, documentation review, hospital
web site review

Results

Conclusion & Recommendations
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=The spread of 100% SFHC policies across the U.S. is
rapidly occurring.

=Most states do not have a uniform system for tracking
SFHC policies.

=Data is likely an underestimate of actual # of SFHC
campuses.

=North Carolina’s success serves as a model for other
states developing SFHC or tobacco-free hospital campus
(TFHC) initiatives.

=Readily accessible cessation resources are critical to

program success.

=All U.S. hospitals should voluntarily adopt TFHC policies
to positively impact employee and patient smoking
behaviour.

=Adoption of national standard
by JCAHO for TFHC policies.

= Adoption of statewide laws
(e.g. Arkansas)

For more information

NC Healthy Hospital Initiative
http://www.healthyhospital.org/
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